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e Education Omnibus Bill (SB 1933 SD 2) covers a wide range of areas; business managers for
school complexes, workforce development, applied learning academies, early education,
mathematics textbooks.

Status: 3/6/07 Passed Third Reading and Transmitte  d to the House

» Candidate Advisory Council Bill (SB 14 SD 1) would establish a panel that would screen and
propose candidates for appointment to the University of Hawaii Board of Regents.
Status: 2/21/07 Referred to the House Committee on  Higher Education

* B Plus Scholarship Bill (SB 1156 SD2) would expand the B Plus program to allow more low-
income students to get a college education.
Status: 3/6/07 Passed Third Reading and Transmitte  d to the House

* Repairs and Maintenance (SB 1932 SD2) will provide money to reduce the backlog of repairs in :
public schools and the University of Hawaii down to a manageable level within three years.
Status: 3/6/07 Passed Third Reading and Transmitte  d to the House

» Early Education (SB 613 SD 2) will provide funds to achieve a maximum student-to-teacher
ratio in certain schools. Requires the department of education to identify unused public school
land and facilities.

Status: 3/6/07 Passed Third Reading and Transmitte  d to the House

Status: 3/6/07 Passed Third Reading and Transmitte  d to the House

* Drug Testing Bill (SB 96 SD3) will require reasonable suspicion drug testing of public school
employees, teachers, and public library employees; will require the department of education to
obtain the criminal history of certain persons who are seeking to serve as providers or
subcontractors and trainees from an institution of higher education.

Status: 3/6/07 Scheduled for Third Reading — March 8, 2007

* Gas Price Gouging Bill (SB 1419 SD1) will protect consumers from price gouging during
periods of abnormal disruption of the marketplace.
Status: 3/6/07 Passed Third Reading and Transmitte  d to the House

e Housing Omnibus Bill (SB 1917 SD3) will appropriate funds for various housing and homeless
programs and projects.
Status: 3/6/07 Passed Third Reading and Transmitte  d to the House

* Property Damage; Graffiti (SB 228 SD1) will require minors who commit graffiti to remove them
from the affected property and perform community service i

* Charter School Review Panel (SB 603 SD2) would expand the duties of the review panel.
: Status: 3/6/07 Passed Third Reading and Transmitte d to the House :
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Aiea NB No. 20 On February 25, the Honolulu Advertiser published

an article "Longer school day gains fans on East

Aliamanu/ Salt Lake/ Foster Village NB No. 18 Coast."™ In an interview with KGMB9 News, Senator
! n
! Sakamoto expressed support for the idea, noting:
# $
Kalihi-Palama NB No.15 "Nobody wants to be in school tied to a desk longer,
% !
% I " but if they can see it increases their opportunities to
& " (# §

_ o do more things such as art, music, that have sort of
Community Associations

Moanalua Gardens Community Association been squeezed out of the school day, | think they

!
I ) would welcome that."

*

o _ _ On February 28, the Senate Committee on Education
Kalihi-Palama Community Council

* considered Senate Concurrent Resolution 18, which

# 1 % 1 : ,
’ : $ requests the Department of Education to consider

e : extending the length of the school day. The measure
: Aliamanu Middle School

Building D - Replace Lab Countertops was passed with amendments.

© Construction on the project will be
. initiated shortly. The contract has been
: awarded to Douglas E. Luiz Il dba
. Diversified Plumbing & Air Conditioning.

Right: Members of the Senate Committee
on Education and House Committee on
Higher Education visited the Big Island of
Hawaii on February 23-24, 2007 to conduct
site visits, attend the Board of Regents
meeting and hold an informational briefing.
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