
Thank you to the many staff members in 
the House and Senate who helped plan 

Education Week. 

 

Sponsored by:  

HAWAII STATE LEGISLATURE  

Senator Norman Sakamoto, Chair  

Senate Education and Housing Committee 

& 

Representative Roy Takumi, Chair  

House Education Committee 

 

Mahalo to Hawaiian Airlines and Island Air for providing the 
air transportation for the neighbor island honorees, HSTA, 

and HGEA for their support.  

 

                    

 

2010 Education Week  
Tuesday, March 16  

Wednesday, March 17  

Thursday, March 18  



Hawaii's 2010  

State Teacher of the Year 
 

Wima Chulakote  

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sponsored by:  

Senator Jill Tokuda  

Tuesday, March 16  

Wima Chulakote teaches mathematics at Olomana School .   
He earned a bachelorôs degree in Business Management and a 

professional diploma in Secondary Mathematics from the Univer-
sity of Hawaii at Manoa.  He also has a certificate for secondary  
teaching in upper elementary from Udorn Teaching College in 

Thailand.  Wima has demonstrated an outstanding commitment to 
his students, colleagues, and community.  Growing up in Thailand, 
he knew that education was the path to a better future.  Today, he 

teaches with the same motivation, inspiring youth to value  
education for the benefit of their own future. 

Recognizing the National Board  
Certified Teachers of 2009  

 

 

 

Genevieve Aken, Waianae High    Lani Morey, Kihei Elementary 

Carolyn Alameida, Mililani Middle   Cathleen Murayama, Lihikai Elem. 

Julie Arasato, Kaiser High    Phyllis Kawamoto, Mililani Ike Elem. 

Lorna Baniaga -Lee, Campbell High   Julienne Nakano, Unknown 

Cory Bennett, Ilima Intermediate   Dale Nitta, Unknown 

Kristen Brummel, Noelani Elem.   Kathleen Nullet, Kailua Inter. 

Steven Caruso, Kalaheo High    Audrey Okemura, Pearl City High 

Leimomi Chun, Koko Head Elem.   Joann Oshiro, Baldwin High 

Karen Frato -Hildebrant, Kailua Inter.   Melissa Padilla, Leilehua High 

Laura Ginoza, Pearl City Elem.    Shawn Roldan, Kaiulani Elementary 

Danelle Haia, Makaha Elementary   Laurie Schafer, Keaau High 

Ruth Jarneski, Keaukaha Elem.   Kathleen Schaffer -Barr , Kihei Elem. 

Shannon Kam, Waianae High    William Schwartz, Keahlakehe Inter. 

Alyson Kaneshiro, Pearl Ridge Elem.   Teressa Shimizu, Farrington High 

Kristina Lee, Moanalua Middle    Nola Silva, Kalihi-Kai Elementary 

Nadine Marchessault, Kalihi-Kai Elem.   Lawrence Taguba, Leilehua High 

Nicole Marquez, Voyager Charter   Nyla Tahara -Day, Keaau High 

Levi Mason, Unknown     Liane Voss, Moanalua High 

Chad Miller, Kailua High    Rodney Wade, Kihei Elementary 

Lynn Mills, Mililani-Uka Elementary   Stephanie Yean, Voyager Charter 

  

 



Wally Amos is best known for his inspirational and positive  
attitude.  From his entrepreneurial success with Famous Amos 

Cookies, he put his recognition towards an important cause:  
advancing literacy.  He dedicated his work to organizations such 

as Literacy Volunteers of America, National Center for Family 
Literacy, and Read to Me International.  Wally started Read It 

Loud!, a publicly supported organization to read aloud to  
children. As part of this initiative, he has made countless  
classroom visits in Hawaiiôs schools to support literacy as a  

foundation for academic success. 

Recognition for Outstanding 

Dedication to Education in Hawaii 
 

Wally Amos  
 

  

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Sponsored by:  

Senator Norman Sakamoto  

Christine Ho leads Farrington High Schoolôs Digital Media  
program.  She earned a bachelorôs degree in Graphics Design 

and started an early career in advertising.  It was not long  
before Christine realized her passion for teaching, so she  

returned to school and soon became a National Board  
Certified Teacher. With her creative professional background 
combined with rich enthusiasm and a ñcan-doò attitude,  

Christine has helped to increase student achievement and 
shape exceptional learning programs at Farrington High. 

2010 Honolulu District 

Teacher of the Year 
 

Christine Ho  

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sponsored by:  

Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland  



2010 Hawaii District  

Teacher of the Year 
 

Samantha Funes  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sponsored by:  

Senator Russell Kokubun  

Samantha Funes is a reading and computer teacher at  
Keonepoko Elementary.   It was through her experiences 
as a Sunday school instructor that she realized a passion 

for teaching.  Samantha earned a degree in Early  
Childhood Education and taught at schools in both  

California and Hawaii.  She wholeheartedly believes in a 
childôs full potential and demonstrates a commitment to pro-

viding support and guidance.  She encourages  all  
educators to ñfind the expert in every child.ò 

Lisa -Anne Tsuruda teachers Language Arts at Mililani High 

School.   She balances her kind and generous demeanor with 

a  challenging curriculum, earning her studentsô and  

colleaguesô high respect.  Lisa-Anneôs senior English class 

was chosen to pilot Hawaii's Senior Project Program for the 

State Board of Education, which successfully became  a 

model for other high schools throughout the State.  She has 

taught in Hawaii public schools for the past 18 years and was 

awarded a $25,000 prize along with national recognition for 

her many accomplishments.     

2009 Milken Family Foundation  
National Educator Award 

 

Lisa -Anne Tsuruda  

 

  

 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Sponsored by:  

Senator Michelle Kidani  




